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Homily for the 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

We are going though a time of crisis and uncertainty, longer than expected. We are
not the only ones. This pandemia is worldwide and now some talk about a syndemia,
in which many factors are combined to make our lives more complicated and insecure.
But this difficult time may help the rising, inside ourselves, of a basic question: Finally,
what is more important in my life? Beyond the occupations and distractions, the
anticipations and the rules to follow, what are really my priorities?

It is such a question that a Pharisee asks Jesus. He is a lawyer who knows well the
Law and its complexity. It includes so many practices and rules to respect. What is the
main line in all this? How to discern? His question is motivated by his will to trap Jesus,
but it gives us the opportunity to hear Jesus’ answer! At fist sight, it is not original; Jesus
quotes words from the Scriptures, Deuteronomy and Leviticus. It looks clear and simple.
But in this answer, Jesus makes displacements and recenters deeply the issue.

The Pharisee asked for the greatest commandment: Jesus offers him two! The first
about the love of God and the second, which is similar and as important, about the love
of the neighbour related to the love of oneself. It becomes more refined and engaging.
God, the neighbour, and oneself: the three are called in to say what is more important
in a life. As if they were inseparable. As if we did not have to choose between the three
but to hold them together, joined, in a lively and life-giving covenant.

In spiritual and philosophical movements, old and new, end even inside Christianity,
they are frequently seen as competitors, one against the other. Only God matters, forget
yourself and do not consider the neighbour. Or only the neighbour exists, may your self
disappear and God wane. Or only yourself is important, may God and the neighbour
recede to give you all the space.

Nothing like this in Jesus’ perspective. Nobody is put aside or excluded so that only
one could take the whole space. In this answer, there is an horizon of meaning that

goes beyond the usual polarities and calls to new integrations, to a way of looking at
human existence less simplistic, wider and wiser.

Love of God involves the whole person. In the Bible, the heart is more than feelings:
it is the decision center in us, where deep choices are made. The soul is life itself, which
inhabits us fully. The mind is the capability of thinking. There also, oppositions are
discarded. Our intelligence takes part in the journey. Opposing heart and mind and
inviting to renounce one or the other is common in many movements. Nothing like this
here. Human beings are made to know and to love.

Love of the neighbour is related to love of oneself. In this way, recognizing the unique
dignity of the other is based on the respect for oneself. For Jesus, the other and myself
are both children of God. The other is not an object but someone. Myself too, I am
someone. No place for self-contempt so that the other could exist. It is not either to
become the center of the world and send the other in the margins. Nothing like this
here. My growth and the other’s growth are inseparable. And in Exodus (1st reading),
caring for the migrant, the widow and the orphan is directly linked to God’s compassion
and listening. No separation between God and them, neither between them and myself.

Jesus’ answer to the Pharisee (a Separated) does not separate or merge, but brings
together distinct elements. Love of God, love of the neighbour and love of oneself are
different. One does not replace the other; each has its own consistency and dynamics.
But they are tied, they make one body. What is the source of this unity? In the three
cases, the same word comes: love. At the heart of my human and spiritual journey,
there is a love that unifies my person and leads me as much towards the other in
distress as towards my inner spaces, that opens me to a greater mystery and holds my
our own dignity.

What is more important in my life? It is normal for each of us, because of our story,
our character, our interests, to favour one way or the other, God, the neighbour or
oneself, in order to find freedom and happiness. But if one is missing in my journey, it
will be more difficult to move forward. Now, at this moment of my life, to whom would I
need to give more space and time, so that my choices be more solid? For sure, the two
others will be happy to find again and include into the meeting this neglected ally and
to celebrate together.

As Paul invites us to, let us receive the Word of God, through our tribulations, with
the joy inspired by the Holy Spirit. And let us give thanks to the living and true God for
the people and the groups who witness more intensively to one of the other of these
three loves and to their relationships. And for the One who is their living Incarnation,
Jesus the Son of God and our brother, making himself close to us and bringing us closer
to one another in the mystery of the broken and shared bread, Amen.
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