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Homily for the
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
We think that, thanks to technology today, we have some super-performing cars and
engines that go from 0 to 100 klm/hr in 9 seconds flat. That kind of performance might
sound pretty lame when compared to this month’s scripture readings were Jesus goes
from 0 to 30 years old in 2 weeks…

Even if Matthew and Luke are the only ones who present the baby Jesus stories, all 4
gospels have Jesus starting up his actual ministry at the time of his baptism. That is
where this morning’s Gospel puts us, right after Jesus’ baptism.

Though John has no historical baptism scene, he testifies that he saw the Spirit come
down on Jesus and, hearing God’s voice himself, that Jesus is the Chosen One of God.
And he refers to Jesus as the “Lamb” which in Isaiah 53 refers us to the Suffering
Servant who takes on all the sins of the people and who acts as the Passover Lamb,
“lamb” which in Aramean [Jesus’ language] can also be translated as “servant”.

As the Servant, Jesus is the instrument of God’s healing of the world, the one who
baptizes in the Spirit of God, who fullfils the promises of the scriptures not only for Israel
but for all nations [thus breaking open tribalism, nationalisms and inviting us to a true
universal humanity, a global citizenship].

In John’s Gospel, the one we call “John the Baptist” is not really foremost the Baptist,
but John the Witness. He is also John the Voice, John the Herald, John the Precursor.

This John presents to his disciples someone who is out of the ordinary, someone full of
meaning, of possibilities and promises. Someone to really latch on to… Someone dare
I say truly “seductive”.

Every day and every hour we are being seduced. Did you know that the average
Canadian watches 28 hours of TV a week; and 7 hours of those 28 are filled with
advertising, telling us what to be and how to act. Seven hours to be seduced in one or
another dimension. And only seven minutes to be seduced by the content of a homily,
like I’m trying to do now. Not really fair…

My father was in the advertising business for 35 years and his job was to convince
people that the advertising industry had the answers to all the longings that humans
could have, no matter what longings they felt or who the people were.

Basically the longings that advertising works with were of three kinds described in a
book by Vance Packard in the 50s called “The hidden Persuaders”. They are : security,
sexuality and sociability. Advertising gets you in your hopes and wants, in your frailty
and in your weaknesses.

And look at every ad (of course we’ll all say that we are immune to it and that they never
touche US!) : how does this ad manage to come up to us in order to offer a promise
that touches our deep psyche. Advertising wants you to buy, to consume its amazing
products and be faithful to brand names.

You might want to remember that Jesus himself was seduced by the devil. And his three
temptations in Matthew and Luke concern Possessions, Priviledge and Power, the
same concerns advertising presents us with.

So what product was John offering his own? Who was this Jesus he was refering to?
Well, to John’s apostles this Jesus was a totally unknown quantity. Except that John
seemed to put a lot of trust in him: as I stated, John declares that Jesus is touched by
the Spirit and the Chosen One of God.

Would you follow such a person? Would I? Just because somebody said so? Maybe
it’s just more “fake news”! But Jesus acknowleges that there is something deep in the
heart of every person, something unfulfilled, some void, some clamoring for attention.
After we have tried a few things out, and yet still feel longings, after we’ve “been there,
done that”, we know in our gut that the “material world” cannot fulfill us. We hunger for
more than what things have to offer us. And so, Jesus asks John’s disciples : “What
are you looking for?”

Now many people are pleasantly satisfied with what they are or have. They have no
desire to change their lifestyles or question their options. They have answered their call
to be human with security, emotions and sociability. They have limited their possibilities
and their journey, to where and who they are. There is no more longing, no more
questionning, no more seeking. Have they stopped looking because they are tired of
looking, or stoic, or depressed? How do we know when we have answered the deepest
desires of our human heart and that we can stop looking? Life is more than dreams
and myths springing from empty visions and fantasies of hope.

This situation of complacency and self-satisfaction was not the situation of John’s
disciples and I dare hope that this is truly not our situation. So Jesus’ question remains
for us today and he takes the initiative: “What are you looking for?” What are we, as a
society looking for? What are we yearning for? Are we even still looking? Are we looking
in the right places? Are we willing to go beyond ourselves, into the realm of insecurity,

of the unknown, of that which challenges us? John’s disciples were ready to go down
that road of total newness.

John’s disciples decide to look Jesus over and ask: “Rabbi (= my teacher) where are
you staying?” In other words, where is your “hearth”, your “home”, your vital or creative
core, what make you so “special”? What do you have to offer us to make us “whole”?
The disciple felt in the depths of their being that they were lacking “something” or even
lacking “Someone”.
Could they be lacking the “ultimate reason for being”, which is a way many theologians
today have attempted to describe God? Did they have, do we have, an immense desire
or void in our core that can only be fulfilled by God.

When I was around 18 years old, I woke up in the middle of the night and felt that
someone was in the room with me. Part of the room was completely dark but it didn’t
feel empty. On the contrary, it was inhabited. I thought it was maybe an angel or even
better, Jesus himself. I wanted so much for Him to show himself to me so that I could
decide about the rest of my life. Did he finally show up? Did I see Jesus? No, but I felt
him. I did not dream it. And that was one of the major turning points of my existence. A
divine moment. A time of expectation, a time seeking confirmation, a complete
emptiness in search of fulfilment. What did God want of me?

I said to my Vocation Director that I wasn’t made to be a Dominican because I had
women friends. // How many, he asked. // Three, I answered. // Oh, that’s all right, he
said, it’s only if you have one that it’s a problem! I ultimately entered the Noviciate
leaving behind a very close girl friend who went ahead after that and married my best
friend. Actually, I talked to both of them last week. They remain part of my family.

I’m sure that each one of us (or at least I hope so) has had some kind of apex or
highlight moment with God, a moment where we felt both our deficiencies and our need
for fulfilment.
An aha! moment where God was present like no other time in our life! [maybe it was in
a place of beauty, on the occasion of a surprising event (birth, death), during a time of
solitude/ isolation in prayer…]

It is those moments where we ressemble John’s disciples asking : “Rabbi, where do
you live?” And we hear Jesus responding : “Come and see!” “They came and saw where
he was staying and they remained with him that day.(v.39)”

We are hungry and thirsty for God. God asks what we are looking for. We probably are
not even sure ourselves of what we are seeking, we are only aware of the great famine
and drought, of the huge emptiness and hole that we are experiencing. And God says
: “Come and see.” Come and break open the Word with me. Come and share the Bread
and the wine. Come, and whatever you do to the least of mine, know that you do it to
me. Come, you who are weary, and I will give you rest.

The difference between John’s time and ours is that we do not only have John’s word
helping us to believe. We have the millions of believers in faith who preceeded us for
2,000 years and the Holy Spirit that accompanies us at all times. We have the saintly
sisters and brothers who have shown us the way. We have the prophets who took
stances, the pastors who guided us and the teachers who made sense out of it all.

I leave us now in silence with the following question:
• Is God calling really calling me? To a new service? An old one? Which one?
• (and then) What am I looking for? Am I even still looking?
• Do I want to follow Jesus? How do I want to follow him?
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